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Disorder in the cities, distress in the countryside, general
dismay regarding finance: here we find once again the
familiar " revolutionary situation/' which the Communists
hoped to turn to their advantage. " The Popular Front
Government/' said M. Maurice Thorez, the Communist
leader, "is a Government to prepare for the complete
seizure of power by the working-class, a Government
which will be the prelude to the armed rising for the Dic-
tatorship of the Proletariat/'

Communists had long been busy in the army, navy, and
air-force. Just how far the work of military disintegra-
tion had proceeded it is not permissible to publish, but
the plight of French aviation at the time of the crisis of
September, 1938, is well known. By 1936 every city, every
large factory, and many villages had been thoroughly
organized by the Comintern. " When one has an exact
picture of this formidable organization," writes M.
Jacques Bardoux^ (to whom I am indebted for many
details which follow) " with its vast bases in France and
Spain, and its narrow apex in Russia, one is able to gauge
its power of penetration/' The Central Committee of the
Parti Communiste Fran^ais is appointed by the Comin-
tern in Moscow. Its chiefs are French (M. Maurice
Thorez is a sturdy, good-looking, fair-haired ex-miner,
gifted with a persuasive eloquence), but Russian agents
are always in Paris to supervise the work of the P.C.F.
and report directly to the Kremlin.

In the French Senate the P.C.F. has two Senators and
in the Chamber 72 deputies. (There were only 17 Com-
munists in the last Spanish Cortes.) In the municipali-
ties of France Communists have a majority in 164
boroughs, and a strong minority in 200 others. There are
70 Communist Regional Centres, each with a paid secre-

* Les Soviets centre la France and ]'Accuse Moscow, by
Jacques Bardoux. Flammarion, Paris, 1938.